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MOBILIZING ACTION FOR RESILIENT COMMUNITIES 

 NATIONAL SUMMIT 

Building the Resiliency Movement through  

Partnership and Collaboration 

DECEMBER 3 – 5, 2017 

LOCATION Double Tree by Hilton Hotel, 237 S. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA, (215) 893-1600 

WI-FI PASSWORD MARC2017 

TWITTER #MARCSummit2017 

 

Summit Objectives 

 Share lessons learned from the MARC initiative related to best practices in cross-sector collaboration and 

in-sector work to address adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) and build resilience. 

 Identify future directions for cross-sector networks focused on ACEs and resilience as well as their role in 

building a culture of health.  

 Promote networking and innovation exchange among participants, their communities and sectors. 

 

Agenda  

Sunday, December 3, 2017 

6:30 pm – 8:00 pm ET 

BALCONY 

NETWORKING RECEPTION & REGISTRATION (Optional) 

Stop by as you settle into the City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly Affection! Enjoy hearty 

hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar while meeting or reconnecting with others and exploring 

the “Community Voices” exhibit. 

 

Monday, December 4, 2017 

Throughout the day:  

 Visit the MARC project posters on display in OVERTURE and MARC Community Voices exhibit on display in FOYER.  

 Plan to stay in touch with other participants by sharing the “Let’s Talk” cards in your meeting packet.  

7:00  – 7:30 am ET 

MINUET 

MORNING ENERGIZER (Optional) 

Monica Sullivan, Health Federation of Philadelphia, will host a brief yoga session to start 

the day. Don’t have a mat? Join us for gentle seated yoga! 

7:30  –  8:30 am ET 

OVERTURE 

BREAKFAST & REGISTRATION 
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8:30  –  9:00 am ET 

SYMPHONY 

WELCOME 

Natalie Levkovich, Chief Executive Officer, Health Federation of Philadelphia 

Steven Eldred, Senior Program Manager, The California Endowment 

Martha Davis, Senior Program Officer, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

9:00  –  9:30 am ET 

SYMPHONY 

THE POWER OF CROSS-SECTOR COLLABORATION TO BUILD A CULTURE OF HEALTH 

Donald Schwarz, Vice President – Program, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

9:30  – 10:00 am ET 

SYMPHONY 

FROM VISION TO REALITY: SHAPING OUR TIME TOGETHER 

Leslie Lieberman, Senior Director, Health Federation of Philadelphia 

10:00 – 10:15 am ET BREAK 

10:15 am – 12:00 pm ET 

SYMPHONY 

PARTNERING WITH THE MEDIA TO BUILD THE ACES & RESILIENCY MOVEMENT  

Jane Stevens, Founder/Publisher, ACEs Connection Network, Moderator 

Spotlighting Opportunities to Build Resiliency through Solutions Journalism  

David Bornstein, Co-Founder, Solutions Journalism Network  

Sesame Street in Communities—Building Partnerships and Resiliency  

Jeanette Betancourt,  Senior Vice President – US Social Impact,  Sesame Workshop 

12:00 –  1:00 pm ET 

BALCONY 

LUNCH 

1:00 –  2:15 pm ET 

 

PANELS: EXPLORING & SUPPORTING IN-SECTOR TRANSFORMATION 

Select one session to attend. Each will explore innovative applications of ACEs science in 

a particular sector — law enforcement, education and business — including the role of 

cross-sector networks and strategies for engaging peers to adopt a trauma-informed 

approach. 

MAESTRO Session 1. Law Enforcement 

Kevin Bethel, Senior Policy Advisor, Stoneleigh Foundation and Drexel University, 

Moderator 

Becky Haas, Community Crime Prevention Program Coordinator, Johnson City Police 

Department 

Darren Ivey, Major, Kansas City Police Department 

Robert Sears, Acting Chief, Albany Police Department 
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CONCERTO Session 2. Education 

Christopher Blodgett, Director, Child and Family Research Unit/CLEAR Trauma Center at 

Washington State University, Moderator 

Deanna Beck, Principal, Northwood ABC Elementary School 

Renée Boynton-Jarrett, Founding Director, Vital Village Community Engagement 

Network  

Mary Crnobori, Trauma-Informed Schools Coordinator, Metro Nashville Public Schools 

ARIA Session 3. Business 

Melissa Merrick, Behavioral Scientist, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

Moderator 

Somer Gauthier, Owner, McDonald’s of Helena Montana 

Scott Hall, Senior Vice President - Civic and Community Initiatives, Chamber of 

Commerce of Greater Kansas City  

Anne Jesko, Vice President - Human Resources, Wisconsin Economic Development 

Corporation 

2:15 – 2:30 pm ET BREAK 

2:30 – 3:15 pm ET WORKSHOPS: TOOLS FOR BUILDING THE MOVEMENT  

Select one session to attend. 

MAESTRO 

 

Session 1. ACEs Connection Network’s Growing Resilient Communities 2.0 and 

Community Tracker 

Jane Stevens, Founder/Director, ACEs Connection Network 

Gail Kennedy, Program Lead, ACEs Connection Network 

Samantha Sangenito, Data Science and Sustainability Lead, ACEs Connection Network 

Dive into how local communities are using the new guidelines that support the 

organization and activities of local ACEs initiatives, as well as the tools that can help 

measure their progress. 

CONCERTO Session 2. Simple Tools to Promote Resilience and Self-Regulation and to Transform 

Trauma 

Linda Chamberlain, Capacitar Facilitator, Tension and Trauma Releasing Exercise (TRE) 

Practitioner and Feldenkrais Trainee 

Learn about the work of Capacitar International and practice several brain-body 

modalities for children and adults that have been shown to be highly effective in 

promoting resilience, healing and well-being. 
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ARIA Session 3. Activism and Community Organizing:  Powerful Tools for Trauma Healing 

and Resiliency 

David Avruch, Psychotherapist, The Counseling Center 

Explore untapped opportunities for collaboration between service providers and social 

justice activists in the context of building accountable grassroots movements for social 

justice. 

3:15 – 3:35 pm ET BREAK 

3:35 – 5:00 pm ET 

SYMPHONY 

PANEL: EXPLORING & SUPPORTING IN-SECTOR TRANSFORMATION—HEALTHCARE  

Wendy Ellis, Project Director of the Building Community Resilience collaborative, George 

Washington University, Moderator 

Frank Belmonte, Chief Medical Officer, Advocate Children’s Hospital 

Patricia Gerrity, Director, Stephen and Sandra Sheller 11th Street Family Health Services 

Gregg Laiben, Vice President – Employer Health Solutions, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 

Kansas City 

The last of our sector-specific panel discussions to explore innovative applications of 

ACEs science, supporting roles for cross-sector networks, and strategies for engaging 

peers to adopt a trauma-informed approach. 

5:00 – 5:20 pm ET WRAP-UP 

Reflecting on today and preparing for tomorrow. 

5:30 – 6:30 pm ET 

ARIA 

FIRST RESPONDERS AND PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVERS: USING FILM TO PROMOTE 

STAFF RESILIENCY THROUGH PROGRAMS AND POLICY (Optional) 

Join Vic Compher, Director and Co-Producer, and Rodney Whittenberg, Co-Producer and 

Composer, of Portraits of Professional CAREgivers: Their Passion, Their Pain and Deborah 

Ortiz, Director and Co-Producer of Code 9: Officer Needs Assistance, to preview their 

respective films and discuss how to promote systems change. 

A note about dinner: To help foster connections at the Summit, we’ve made a few small group reservations at 

some of our favorite restaurants within walking distance. You can join one of these 

groups by signing-up at the registration table before 1:00 pm on Monday. 

 

Already have a group? Prefer some time to yourself? We’ve assembled a list of area 

restaurants to help you explore Philadelphia. Pick up a copy at the registration table. 
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Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Throughout the day:  

 Visit the MARC project posters on display in OVERTURE and MARC Community Voices exhibit on display in FOYER.  

 Plan to stay in touch with other participants by sharing the “Let’s Talk” cards in your meeting packet. 

7:30  – 8:30 am ET 

OVERTURE 

BREAKFAST  

8:30  – 8:40 am ET 

SYMPHONY 

WELCOME BACK  

Clare Reidy, MARC Program Manager, Health Federation of Philadelphia 

8:40  – 9:45 am ET 

SYMPHONY 

RESILIENCE AND RESISTANCE FOR HOPE, HEALING, AND LIBERATION  

Kanwarpal Dhaliwal, Co-Founder and Associate Director, RYSE Center 

9:45 – 10:00 am ET BREAK 

10:00  –  11:30 am ET 

SYMPHONY 

OPEN SPACE: DISCUSSION TOPICS BY POPULAR DEMAND 

Participants can suggest high-priority topics for small group discussions with peers 

during this “open space” time slot. We will organize table topics on site in response to 

meeting attendees’ requests.  

11:30 am – 12:10 pm ET 

SYMPHONY 

LESSONS FROM THE MARC CROSS-SITE EVALUATION  

Debra Rog, Vice President, Westat 

12:10 – 12:30 pm ET 

 

BREAK 

Pick up a boxed lunch in OVERTURE for your workshop. 

12:30 – 1:15 pm ET WORKSHOPS: TOOLS FOR BUILDING THE MOVEMENT 

Select one session to attend and bring your boxed lunch. 

MAESTRO Session 1. Using Evaluation to Inform, Support and Sustain Your Trauma and 

Resilience Work 

Tamara Daley, Senior Study Director, Westat 

Nanmathi Manian, Senior Study Director, Westat 

Discuss how best to choose aspects of your work to measure, how to do it in an efficient 

and low-cost way, and how to make measurement meaningful! 
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CONCERTO Session 2. Building Resilient Communities through Policy and Advocacy: The Vital Role 

of Cross-Sector, Community-Based Networks 

Daniel S. Press, Partner, Van Ness Feldman, & General Counsel, Campaign for Trauma-

Informed Policy and Practice 

Elizabeth Prewitt, Policy Analyst, ACEs Connection Network 

Discuss the critical need to educate Congress and state and local government officials 

about the implications of ACEs science for public policy and the powerful role that cross-

sector networks can play in shaping policymaking informed by this knowledge. 

ARIA Session 3. Using the ACEs/Trauma/Resilience Frame in Building Community Coalitions: 

Observations from the Field 

Andrea Blanch, Co-Chair, Campaign for Trauma-Informed Policy and Practice 

David Shern, Senior Public Health Advisor at Mental Health America and the National 

Association of State Mental Health Directors 

Discuss preliminary findings from interviews with national experts and share your own 

experiences regarding the use of the ACEs/trauma/resilience framework to build 

community collaboration. 

1:15 – 1:30 pm ET BREAK  

1:30 – 2:30 pm ET 

SYMPHONY 

SYNCHRONICITY & STEWARDSHIP: FRAMING OUR EMERGING NARRATIVE  

Laura Porter, Co-Founder, ACE Interface, LLC 

 


